
 

 



POSSESSING AND MANIFESTING DANIEL’S ANOINTING FOR 

EXCELLENCE. 

Daniel’s Background: 

Daniel the prophet is a man of God, who was granted a divine ability to see 

through time and describe the future. Taken captive to Babylon (in present-

day southern Iraq) by Nebuchadnezzar after the destruction of Jerusalem 

in 605 B.C., Daniel rose from his position as king’s servant to a position of 

royal advisor to several Babylonian and Persian kings. As God’s prophet, 

Daniel whose name means “GOD IS MY JUDGE” faithfully and wisely 

served the kings who had conquered his people. 

Following the captivity, the nobles and talented artisans of the exiles were 

taken to the capital city of Babylon to be trained for service.  These 

captives were selected from the royal dynasty of the Kingdom of Judah 

because they were still of a teachable age, possess good health, and were 

intelligent and wise. 

Ancient Babylonian history records that young teenage boys were often 

chosen to prepare them to serve the court as royal advisors. Because of 

their royal standings, skills, and abilities, (Daniel) and his three companions, 

were chosen to join the king’s staff. (DAN.1:3, 4, 6) 

It was customary in ancient pagan courts to rename foreign captives to 

further emphasize submissiveness to the conquering king (DAN. 1:7). The 

original Jewish names of these captives honored the name of their native 

God in construction and meaning. Their Babylonian names reflected 

Nebuchadnezzar’s desire to honor his pagan god Bel. Daniel’s Hebrew 

name means God is my Judge. His name was changed to Belteshazzar, 

which meant in Babylon “BEL protects his Life”. 

As students in the Royal school of Babylon, they were to be fed with the 

royal food that the king himself ate. However, Daniel and his friends 

respectfully rejected the food because the Chaldeans ate food forbidden by 

the Mosaic Law, and probably even that which might be denominated clean 



became defiled by having been sacrificed to Idols before it was prepared 

for common use. And so they requested earnestly the officer under whose 

care they were placed and he permitted them to be given vegetable, pulse, 

and water only. 

 

EXCELLENCE: 

Excellence is the quality of being outstanding or unusually good. It is 

surpassing common and ordinary standards. 

Excellence is a characteristic of God, and anyone who possesses the spirit 

will succeed and excel. You can’t remain at the same level with every other 

individual once the spirit of excellence is in you. You can’t hide because 

God’s excellence speaks for itself. The spirit makes you extremely good in 

whatever you are doing. He makes you superior in quality, degree, and 

performance. 

Daniel’s outstanding performance as a student, a courtier, a government 

functionary, a dream interpreter, and a prophet was largely due to his being 

possessed by an extraordinary, supernatural and divine personality. -  “an 

excellent spirit” 

           “Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes 

because an excellent spirit was in him……” (Dan.6:3) 

The spirit of God manifesting in the life of Daniel distinguished him from his 

peers. Even his friends by way of association and practice of principle also 

had the merit of the spirit. 

 

THE ANOINTING FOR EXCELLENCE: 

“But you have an unction (NKJV: anointing; NLT: the Holy Spirit) from the 

Holy One and ye know all things”. The anointing is the power or 

manifestation of the Holy Spirit.  It is a spiritual endowment that shows forth 

in the form of wisdom, knowledge, understanding, skills, etc. The Holy 



Spirit manifests himself in a believer’s life in a way suitable to his ministry. 

He channels his power through an individual to enable him to fulfill his God-

given purpose and to do it excellently as in the case of Joseph in Egypt, 

King Solomon, and Bezaleel (Exo. 31: 1-5). 

 

POSSESSING DANIEL’S ANOINTING: 

In our dispensation, the Holy Spirit has been poured on the saints. We now 

carry him within us and this means that the anointing is generated from 

within (Jn. 7:38; ACTS. 1:8; Jn. 16: 13). However, it was not so in the 

days of Daniel. He operated from outside and Daniel with his friends had to 

pay the price in order to enjoy his merit. This price is still applicable and is 

demanded from us today. 

Reading from the book of Daniel Chapter 1, we find the following facts 

about Daniel: 

 Daniel was from a royal family in Israel. 

 He was a captive in Babylon. 

 He was privileged to be selected for the training (though rigorous). 

 He was entitled to the king’s food which his fellow captives outside 

the court were not. 

 Daniel’s name and those of his three friends’ were changed. 

 Despite all the seeming advantages Daniel was enjoying, he would 

not mortgage his belief and faith in the God of Israel. 

The following are key virtues a believer must possess to manifest Daniel's 

anointing for excellence. 

 



1. Knowledge: 

Daniel appears to have been instructed in all the wisdom of the Chaldeans 

which was at that time, greatly superior to the learning of the ancient 

Egyptians and he was soon distinguished in the Babylonian court for his 

wisdom as well (Daniel. 1: 4,7). 

The fact that God gives spiritual gifts does not eliminate the need for 

rigorous human training. The best asset for any nation is a well-trained, 

well endowed, and well-behaved population. For you to achieve great 

things for God, you need specialized knowledge to achieve the goal. 

2. Faith: 

We need to depend on God’s faithfulness and ability, his providence, and 

unlimitedness in our walk and work with him. Like Daniel, let our concept of 

God embrace his almighty wisdom, his omniscience, and omnipotence. 

Despite his deep involvement in governmental affairs, Daniel did not allow 

his faith in God to dip. This was evident in his prayer life. He never allowed 

his prayer life to wane despite being a courtier, a statesman, and a 

businessman. He remained intimately acquainted with God. His prayer life 

was so pronounced that he was described by his senior contemporary, 

prophet Ezekiel as an Oracle of God (Ezk. 38:3). He was also celebrated 

for his success in prayer (Ezek. 14: 14). 

In out time, If they that have much to do in the world plead that as an 

excuse for their infrequency and slightness of their converse with God, 

Daniel will condemn them. 

Prayer is a veritable tool for drawing God’s anointing for excellence. You 

may have a river by your side but if you do not take a vessel to the river to 

fetch water, you cannot have water in your house. Though we have the 

Holy Spirit within us, we cannot draw his power for any purpose without 

fervent prayer. This is why Christ commanded us to give ourselves 

continually to prayer (LK.18:1). Prayer is one of the secrets of Daniel’s 

success in Life and a proof of his absolute dependence on God (Dan. 6:10). 



3. Discipline: 

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with a 

portion of the king’s delicacies or with the wine which he drank. Therefore 

he requested” (Daniel.1:8 NKJV). 

Their preference for pulses and water was a great example of temperance 

and contentment. When Daniel and his friends were invited to accept the 

royal food and drink, they declined courteously in order not to violate the 

ancient dietary laws of God given to Moses; since the food in question had 

been tainted through contact with idols. Flesh from the King’s table was 

doubtless offered to pagan gods. The Jews were forbidden from partaking 

in such (Ex. 34:15). 

In recompense for their discipline, God gave him and his friend outstanding 

learning capabilities enabling them to qualify as official “wise men” after 

three years. In addition, Daniel received the ability to experience visions 

and interpret dreams. 

 “As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all 

learning and wisdom and Daniel had understanding in all visions and 

dreams….. And among them all was none found like Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah” (Daniel.1:17, 19). 

Though they could not keep their dignity as princes, they would not lose it 

as Israelites for on that they valued themselves. 

How much better is it with those that retain their integrity in the depths of 

affliction than those that retain their iniquity in the heights of prosperity? 

Therefore, Daniel discerned the king’s purpose to wean him from his holy 

faith so he resolved not to yield. He simply determined by his very 

decisions to perpetually recall the remembrance of his country. He wished 

so to live in a land of captivity with the full consciousness of himself as a 

seed sprung from the sacred family of Abraham. 

 

 



4. Courage: 

Daniel in a foreign land though amidst persecution and self-mortification 

like other prophets, never allowed fear or opposition to make him 

compromise his faith. 

Seeing his exploits under the government of King Darius, jealous 

colleagues tried to cause the downfall of Daniel through charges of 

corruption (Daniel. 6:4) and when these failed, they instituted a royal edict 

prohibiting all prayer or petitions except those addressed to King Darius 

himself. The intractable laws of the Persians left King Darius no choice but 

to throw Daniel into a den of lions. 

Daniel was bold before his accusers. He neither feared nor did he mind the 

consequences of their wicked plots. He believed in God and trusted Him. 

God intervened to save his servant but allowed the fate intended for Daniel 

to overturn his accusers. And Daniel continued to function as a wise man 

during the early years of CYRUS (Daniel. 6: 28). Anyone who is afraid 

cannot speak up and say the truth. 

 

5. Integrity: 

Integrity is a product of personal discipline. Before someone has the spirit 

of excellence, he must be tested and must prove himself faithful and 

dependable before God. Daniel was firm to his identity.  His name was 

changed but they could not change his faith. To disconnect him from his 

ancestors and conversant relationship with Jehovah they called him 

another name, but whatever they called him, he still retained his identity 

with Israel and Jehovah. Despite his superficial conformity to the court and 

customs of Babylon, Daniel remained true to his Jewish heritage. 

 

 



Manifesting Excellence 

Manifesting the spirit of excellence is allowing the Holy Spirit to express his 

power and nature through your life. When the excellent spirit manifests in 

you, you don’t struggle to get result; your little effort produces great result 

that cannot be matched or equaled. You don’t struggle for a position 

because he has promised that you will be above only and not beneath. This 

was the experience of Daniel as seen in Daniel 6:1-3. 

 “Then this Daniel was preferred above all the presidents and princes, 

because an excellent spirit was in him.” (Dan.6:3). 

When you align yourself with God to manifest excellence in your calling, the 

spirit of excellence will give you a divine thrust, resulting in a dynamic 

progress, bringing you unmerited favor and open doors of opportunity to 

you as you are found faithful in whatever is committed to you. 

This however will not be without opposition, challenges, and persecution. 

Daniel was confronted with a challenge against his faith, but he overcame it 

because he faced it with courage and faith in God, with his integrity intact – 

he was consistently innocent and God was with him even to the lion’s den.  

“Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel 

concerning the kingdom but they could find none occasion nor fault, 

forasmuch as he was faithful neither was there any error or fault found in 

him. Then said these men we shall not find any occasion against this 

Daniel except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” (Daniel. 

6:4-5). 

Then said Daniel unto the king “My God hath sent his angel, and has shut 

the lion’s mouth that they have not hurt me; and also before thee, o king, 

have I done no hurt.” (Dan 6:21-22). 

In the midst of all the challenges and oppositions, Daniel never wavered in 

his commitment to God. His consistency and faithfulness are a challenge to 



all believers, particularly to busy Christian professionals of the dot-com 

generation. The secret of Daniel’s strength was his prayer in his room. 

Throughout his life, Daniel presented himself as a vessel of honor unto God. 

He consistently brought glory to God in a land of his captivity, turning the 

hearts of kings and the entire kingdom (of nations) to God through his life of 

excellence. Daniel did not merely triumph over persecution, he prospered. 

Not only did he enjoy material success, but he must have rejoiced at seeing 

the fear of God take root in the hearts of pagan kings. In a foreign land, 

Daniel made his God known, feared, and worshipped. Jehovah became 

known as the God of Daniel. (Daniel 6:26). We Christians face a similar 

challenge in Africa. We need to show that there is a difference between our 

God (Jesus Christ) and all other gods. 

All through his life, Daniel was known for his life of: 

 Piety and prudence. 

 Temperance and integrity. 

 Contentment. 

 Unwavering faith in God. 

 Firmness of purpose and character. 

 Diligence and faithfulness in service and 

 Fervency and consistency in prayer. 

It seems probable that Daniel was well over eighty when he died. He left 

behind an impressive reputation for inspiring faith through the exercise of 

courage when confronted with mortal danger. He also manifested complete 

dedication to the ideals of God in a pagan society and set an example of 

persistence in prayer. 

 

 



LESSONS FROM DANIEL’S LIFE 

Daniel has not been a secret disciple of Yahweh. His enemy knew that he 

would not bow down to anyone other than his God. 

He faced not a choice, but a challenge to his faith. His consistency and 

faithfulness are a challenge to all believers and particularly to busy 

Christians. 

The secret of Daniel’s strength was his prayer in his room.  

God guaranteed his protection even in the lion’s den. 

God took vengeance of his detractors. God is a God of justice (Daniel 

4:27), Darius learnt the same lesson. 

There is a physical endowment. In just 10 days Daniel and his friends 

looked healthier and better nourished than their peers. (Daniel 1:15). 

In addition to outward appearance, there was spirit endowment. God 

poured out his invisible spiritual gift of wisdom, knowledge, understanding, 

and skill upon Daniel and his friends who had chosen to honor him. 

If God calls anyone for a task he equips them with appropriate tools in form 

of talents, training, and the spiritual gifts needed to get the work done. (Ex. 

31:1-6). 

Daniel is a model to us on how we can today in Africa show commitment as 

Godly servant leaders for church and society. 

Nebuchadnezzar fell down and worshipped the God of Daniel and exalted 

and praised Daniel’s God as the most supreme ruler and revealer of 

secrets (Dan 2: 47). We in Africa need to show that there is a difference 

between our God (Jesus Christ) and all other gods. 

Daniel had an overwhelming gift and ability to reveal and interpret dream. 

This can also be received by us today and manifested. 



Daniel occupied top rulership positions in Babylon across four regimes 

ruled by heathen kings. This was partly due to his spiritual endowment and 

his life of piety as well as his faithfulness and diligence in service.    

                                      

PERSONAL TESTIMONY BASED ON DANIEL’S LIFE 

When your focus is no longer clear or you are undergoing afflictions, turn to 

prayers. More than three and a half years ago, the lord reserved me on a 

set time for daily prayers and I began to see things change in my life. I 

personally embarked on Daniel’s fast on the 10th of October 2010. I can 

say I am a witness that when you practice certain virtues and change some 

attitudes towards life, indeed you will see your life change, and your 

heavens open, circumstances turn around for good even oppositions, 

hindrances and limitations will yield to God’s glory.  

I did not intend to apply seven day fast which included vegetables, fruit with 

water. Later I sensed that I had more grace. I understood that ten days was 

symbolic for the test of change. In appearance, I lost seven kilograms in ten 

days. Within twenty-one days, I lost ten kilograms. I also learnt that after 

twenty-one days of fast, Daniel dealt with principalities in his heavens. I 

have since believed God with the help of the Holy Spirit. It is now ten 

months and I can say that diverse opportunities have opened more for me 

in business, in ministry, in governance, and in academics. I have lost over 

twenty-five kilograms. My marriage, family, and home is doing better; I 

have gone back to conclude my Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) program 

which I abandoned twenty years ago. Health-wise, I am fit. The insight into 

issues and communication is a lot stronger. I have experienced an in-depth 

revelation and knowledge of God’s word. 

Daniel was an enigma who reigned under four Persian kings and none 

found him wanting. 



I personally pray for this anointing to rest and remain in my life and in the 

life of everyone that reads this article.  


